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The book by German evangelical minister Peter Bukowski, (1950, Bonn) “I will Be with 

You,” focuses on the key element of pastoral counseling (poimenics) – an interview, and 

interconnects it with using the Scriptures. The topic of direct usage of the Scriptures in a 

pastoral interview is presented to us only very little – both in original and translated 

literature. A book by German evangelical minister H. Lohse: “A short interview in 

pastoral care and counselling” (Krátky rozhovor v pastorácii a poradenstve), the Czech 

translation of which was issued in 2016 by the publishing house Eman, is a unique 

monograph dealing with pastoral interview. 

It focuses on leading pastoral interview from the point of view of communication 

and does not develop the usage of the Scriptures as a potential for direct pastoral 

assistance. This was more developed by a publication by Jan Czech of 2006 (publishing 

house Portál) “Biblical Stories in Changes of Time” (Biblické příběhy v proměnách času), 

in which the author works with a biblical story more in the context of narrative therapy 

than a classical pastoral interview being usually a common part of the ministry of a pastor. 

A similar work was made in the Czech Republic (1st edition in 2004 and 2nd edition in 
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2014, Portál) the book “Naked Woman on the Roof” (Nahá žena na střeše) by a 

psychotherapist and theologian Prokop Remeš and Alena Halamová. The book connects a 

narrative, rehabilitation and spiritual potential of the Bible and quite practically 

demonstrates how it is possible to work with specific biblical texts. Like Bukowski, both 

authors of the given books build on the ability of the Scriptures to communicate to the 

client more directly than a direct directing, mainly in the texts deeply mirroring the truth 

of a person.  

Bukowski’s notion goes more specifically toward usage of the Scriptures in a 

pastoral interview – thus this publication becomes in our country completely unique. Its 

translation into Czech was performed by the initiative of the teachers of the Protestant 

Theological Faculty Charles University (ETF UK) in Prague, lacking studies concentrating 

this specifically. 

The book is a collection of Bukowski’s theoretic reflections and specific experience 

from practice. In the Introduction he formulates his approach to the poimenics regarding 

the issue whether it is necessary or on the contrary inappropriate to involve Bible into 

pastoral interviews. This discussion took place in the sixties through the eighties mainly in 

Anglo-American and Dutch environment among the supporters of purely theological and 

psychological-empiric approach, putting this issue into extreme contrasts. Bukowski reacts 

to the discussion “whether it must or may not” very clearly: “Shortly and sort of 

informally stipulated: we may involve the Bible into an interview as it is practical” (p. 1). 

He returns to both Reformation understanding of the Scriptures as a “life-giving source of 

strength” (p. 6) and turns the attention to a quite personal issue: what is the role of the 

Scriptures in the life of the minister himself. He builds his approach on the principle that 

if the pastor himself lives out of the Scriptures as a life-giving source then it will be 

naturally involved in the pastoral interview. Otherwise this issue is only on the level of 

outer formality and abstract norm. 

In the second part of his book Bukowski meditates on the basic conditions of 

pastoral communication and in the third one he introduces forms through which it is 

possible to involve Bible into an interview.  
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He stresses that we should not put opposite each other psychologically trained and 

theologically profiled perception of pastoral care (p. 10). The author himself has besides 

theological education and experience training in psychotherapy. The basic conditions 

from Rogers’s “client-oriented therapy” places as criteria also for a pastoral interview. 

Those are so called “the main variables of a therapist”: congruence, respect and empathy. 

Bukowski hereby stresses that a person in the pastoral counseling may not be in any way 

degraded to an object or “not at all an object of a mission” (p. 11). If we involve Bible in 

our conversation we do it for the good of the other person: out of freedom and towards 

freedom – and not as a means of a purpose. If the pastor does not involve the Scriptures or 

a prayer (blessing) in the conversation, as he is scared of causing pressure, he puts the 

other person into a role of an immature person and decides for him/her by denying him 

an option of choice. 

Bukowski thus in his approach excesses the strictly given borders of Rogers who 

applied in the conversation total nondirectiveness and belief in innate positive individual 

heading toward growth, health and adaptation (Rogers: On personal strength). According 

the Rogers in order to release a genetically given self-correctional process (self-updating) 

an appropriate environment – created by the above mentioned three variables would be 

sufficient. Any interferences, instructions, or changes of the topic from the side of the 

person leading the conversation would be considered a serious mistake. Bukowski inspired 

himself by Rogers’s accent on the return to empathic perception of a person, but involves 

a pastoral instruction into the conversation no matter whether directly asked for it or not. 

He dedicates a special chapter of his book to ways how to involve the questions of faith 

and the Scriptures into the conversation, if the pastor is not asked for them. According to 

Bukowski in such conversation from the point of view of the client this is not a 

conversation on faith but help in life. He gives examples on how to involve into the 

conversation a biblical story, biblical idea or a biblical speech as a help with anger or a 

deep fatigue. Bukowski uses the transformational power of the Scriptures also for 

concluding the conversation either by a biblical conclusion of the topic or in a form of a 

prayer and blessing. Examples of his long-time practice bring into our expert literature on 
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the poimenics refreshment, practicality and uniqueness. The same way his stress is on 

personal piousness and professional and practical knowledge of people and the Scriptures 

that he recommends in the conclusion to every pastoral practitioners. 

Bukowski’s text is followed by an interview led in 2008 with him by a critic of the book 

ThDr. Ladislav Beneš whose aim was to situate the author’s views into the environment of 

Czech specifics. The interview is followed by a text by ThDr. Ladislav Beneš familiarizing 

the readers with historical background and development of the discussion in theological 

environment regarding including the Bible into a pastoral interview.  

The book is ended by the notes of the translator Mgr. Ondrej Macek Th.D. – a brief 

introduction to the history of pastoral care within the practical theology in ETF UK in 

Prague and clarifies the reason of the translation of the book of the publication into Czech 

language as a tool in education: “Bukowski’s book by offering the possibility to 

interconnect  empiric knowledge (mainly from psychotherapy) with a Christian point of 

view of a person became shortly after its publication one of the breakthrough in German 

(not only protestant) poimenics” (p. 94). It enjoyed several publications and translations.  

Bukowski’s practical perception of the Scriptures returns him back to the reformation 

liveliness and by the manuals for its usage in pastoral counseling this publication becomes 

unique in our environment. 

Therefore I would like to bring it forth to our professional public to prevent its 

locally or timely limited usage.  
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